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The Lord is faithful, who 
Tu flabliſh you, and wY 
you from evi]: 


And we have ls in the 9 
lord toucbing you, that ye bot) 
do, and will do, the things 
1 which we command EE 
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== was call'd from thence 

xc | propagate it in other Parts; he 

1 vrote two Epiſtles to the Chriſtians 

Here, to exhort them to a ſtedfaſt 

q | in the Faith and Do- 
trine of Chriſt. And, in the Ver- 1 

q A 2 les 5 


eee OY 


the Theſſalonians, and 


k 
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ſes which I have choſen for the Sub. 
je& of this Diſcourſe, he tells them, 
in the firſt place, That as for God | 1 
he was Faithful, and, wherever he 3 
found a fincere Mind, would aſſu- # 
redly ſend into it ſuch ſupplies of 
Fpiritual ſtrength and comfort, as 
| ſhould be neceſſary to eſtabliſh it in 
the Truth of the Goſpel : The Led 
is faithful, who ſhall ſtabliſh you, and 
keep you from evil, To which ne 
adds, in the next Verſe, That as for 
1 Them alſo, he had great Confidence i [ 

in them, that they did not only keep 
in remembrance the Doctrines which | 
he had deliver'd to them; but like- I 
wiſe, that every one of them would 
be diligent in practiſing thoſe Do- 
Crines, in faſhioning their Lives 
7 according to the Rules, which he, in 

the Name and by the Authority of 
Chriſt, had recommended to them. 1 

It is now fourteen Years, within 
A few Weeks, fince the Divine Pro- 
2 r vidence 
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| Fidence call'd me to the Litereiſe of 
the Miniſtry amongſt you; and, I 
Piess God, ſuch hath been your diſs 5 
| poſition to receive the Word preach d. 
and ſo effectual the Divine Aſſiſtance 
In preparing your hearts for it; that 
can now reflect, with great Com- 
Fort, that, by his Grace, my Preachs 
ng and my Labour acioNg) you have 

Hot been in vain. i 
And fince it hath pleaſed: the 
Tame Providence to call me to ano- 
ther Adminiſtration i in the Church; 

am willing to leave upon your 
NMinds ſome ſpecial Leſſons and 
1 Precepts, which I have often and 
q -arneſtly. inculcated from this Place, 
Ind which I defire may be more 
1 particularly remember'd by you; 
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Ind general uſe in the Chriſtian 


| Hiediate tendency, as well to keep 
e Hive! in your hearts a ſenſe of Duty 
: bw. 3 towards: 


. 


Þeing ſuch, as are of moſt frequent 


ife, and ſuch as have a more im- 
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towards God, as to make you mu- 
tual Bleſſings and Comforts to one 
another. 1 

And the firſt that I ſhall name, as 
being of moſt general Concern, 1 is, j 


I. Diligence in your reſpeckive cal. | 
lings ; ; which is the moſt conſtant} 
and. moſt effectual Guard to the 
Virtue and Innocence of Mankind; 
as it keeps all their thoughts eat 
and ſtedfaſt in an honeſt Courſe, 
and leaves no place, either for . : 
temperance , Luxury, and ſuch 
other Exceſſes, as grievouſſy defile 
both Body and Soul ; ; or for med- 
dling in the concerns of your 
Neighbours, which is the effect of 

Idleneſs, and uſually ends in Con- 

tention, and Anger, and Malice. 

Conſider alſo, that by Diligence i in 
our Callings, you are, every day, 
every hour, diſcharging the great 
wan of * for your 327 

ies 
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lies in a juſt and honeſt way; the 
Neglect of which, as the Apoſtle | 

J tell Hou, is worſe than Infidelity, 

1 1 Tim. v. 8. If any provide not for 

l bis own, and ſpecially for thoſe of his 
own bouſe, be is worſe than an Infidel. 
And that a Life of Labour and Di- 
Iligence may be likewiſe eaſy and 
comfortable to you; always remem- 
ber, that it is God, who hath pla- 
ced you in your ſeveral ſtations ; 
Land then you will apply your ſelves 
Ito the duties of them, not becauſe 
vou are forc'd to do it for the ſake 
of a ſubſiſtence, but becauſe you 
are deſirous to comply i in all things 
with the Will and Providence of 
/ God. A Principle, that will make 
you Eaſy and Chearful | in your ſeve- 
ral Employments ; while you are 
nA ſenfible, that a conſcientions Atten- 
„dance on the buſineſs gf your Cal- 
it lings, is one continued Act of Sub- 
i- minen and Obedience to God, and 
es i A 4. entitles 
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entitles you to an everlaſting Inhe. 
ritance of Reſt and Glory. This 
is the way of thinking and reaſon- 
ing, which the Apoſtle himſelf 
teaches you, Col. iii. 23, 24. Nhat. 

| ſaever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto men j Ksiug | 
that of the Lord ye ſhall receive the re- 
ward of the * 5 for Je . x 
the Lord Chriſt NR FS Y 
But, in order to keep up in your 4 
hearts ſach a Religious ſenſe of | 
things; and to ſecure a conſtant Bleſ- 3 
ing from God upon your honeſt En- 

_ deavours; that which I muſt recom- 
mend to you, in the next Place, i is, 3 


— 


II. 5 and Cloſet Devotion. ; 1 
which I have heretofore recommend- | $ 
2d to. you at large, both from the | 3 
Pulpit and the Preſs, and muſt now | I 
-arneſtly recommend it again; as 
deing wel aflur'd, that there is not 


1 more effectual means, to preſerve 
upon 


"at Lambeth. "9 


3 upon Mee Wh of Men an habitual 
ſenſe of God and Religion. And 
EF ſince no ſort of Perſons are more apt 
to be drawn into a forgetfulneſs of 
the next Life, than thoſe who are 
much engaged in the Cares and Bu- 
ſineſs of this; it is plain, that none 
have greater need of daily Devo- 
tion, to prevent that forgetfulneſs, 
and to imprint upon their minds a 
due ſenſe and remembrance of hea- 
venly things. Nor is it eaſy to ſup- 


poſe (on the other hand) how any 


Member of a Family, in which 
daily Devotion is uſed, can go on 
ſecurely in the practice of any 
known fin ; while a Fear and Re- 
verence ef Almighty God is thus 
daily revived upon his mind As 
3. fanthen Argument to the practice 


x 


Jof this Duty, add a ſerious remem- 


France of the. weakneſs and folly of 
human nature; how unable we are, 
Jof our ſelves, to do any thing *thatis: | 
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is truly wiſe or good; and how ne- 


ceſſary it is, on this account, that 
we ſeek daily to God for his Bleſ- 
fing, to direct and proſper us in all 
our Undertakings. For, certainly, 
if you coaſider theſe things aright, 


you cannot doubt, but that the 


ſmall portion of your time which 
daily Devotion takes up, is abun- 
dantly recompens'd by the manifold Þ 
Bleſſings and Benefits, which it 
brings. down from Heaven upon you 
and your Families. And therefore 

let me earneſtly beſeech as many of 
you as have not yet ſettled this pra- 
Ace of Daily Prayer in your Fami- 
hes, to begin it without delay, and i 
not to deprive your ſelves any lon- 
ger of thoſe unſpeakable Advantages, 
which it will- bring to your Souls, 
and Bodies, and Eſtates. N 


III. The next thing which 15 
would earneſtly recommend to you 
„ e —_ 


at Babs, . x x - 


9 all, 1, 4 e Obſervation of the 
I Lord's "day. - The praying to God 
Ifor Bleſſings which we ſtand in need 
Jof, and the praiſing him for Mer- 


RR 
4. 

9 

_ 


Fcies that we have receiv'd, are Du- 
ties which Nature teaches us, and 
Much as immediately ariſe from our 
dependance on Him: And as the 
| a performance of theſe, is a thing 
moſt reaſonable in it ſelf ; ſo hath 
it been the practice of Religious 
, Perſons in all Ages, to mix thoſe 
Heavenly Exerciſes with the daily 
Puſineſs of their Lives. But the 
Religious Obſervation of the Lord's 
| Way, is yet more ſtrictly required at 
Pur hands; as it hath pleas'd God 
Fo forbid our worldly purſuits on 
i nt day, and to ſet it apart for his 
wn Service and Worſhip; and par- 
| Cp for the ſolemn Aſſembling 
1 Chriſtian Congregations for that 


3 


be 


1 Ind. In compliance therefore with _ 
His 5 wile and holy Inftitution, Wet. 
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be your ſerious endeavour, as oft . 
as the Lord's day comes, to baniſh W 
out of your thoughts the concerns 
of this World, and to employ them, 
not in idle and unneceſſary Diver- 
ſions, but in holy and ſpiritual Ex- 4 
erciſes: In opblick, by repairing} : 
to the: Church, as conſtantly as 
health and other Avocations 0 ; 
neceſſary, will permit, and in a 
devout and ſerious "Attendance 
thraughout. the ſeveral Offices which 4 
are: perform'd- there: At home, in 
Qtechiſing your Children, and read- 


mg the Holy Scriptures and other 
uſeful Books to your Families; in 


Religious Diſcourſe,and private Mel 
_ _ ditation: in looking back upon your 
paſt Lives, and examining; the pre} 
fent ſtate and condition of youll 
Souls. Theſe are the Employment 
Proper for the Lord's day; ſuch a4 
are ſuitable to the Deſign of God id 
0 *ppplnting, t this Spiritual Reſt upoſſ 
7 Earth d 


7 
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1 b 00 ſuch as do F pre- 
1 gare you for his an Reſt 15 
1 Heaven, 1 


, b 1 
0 Iv. At the FER time that I re- 


. Fommend to you a conſtant and ſe- 

E ious Attendance upon all the Offi- 

Fes of the Church, in general; I muſt 
&xhort you, particularly, to a fre- 

ö quent Attendance upon the Sacrament of 

e he Lord's Supper; in which we are 

Fexpreſsly. commanded by Chriſt and 

his Apoftle, to declare our thankful 

remembrance of his dying for us, to- 

i gether with our ſpiritual Union to 

him our Head, and to our Chriſtian 

Neighbours, as Fellow- members of 

the Sinks Body. And as ſuch pub: 

lick and ſolemn Exprefſions , of 

Thankfulneſs to our Bleſſed: Lord, 

and of our ſincere Love to him and 

our Fellow-Chriſtians, are the means 

ofuniting us more cloſely to Chriſt, 

and of grafting us more. firmly | into 7 

| mls 
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his Body; fo we cannot doubt, but 
they are alſo the means of deriving 
to us greater degrees of ſpiritual 
Life, and more plentiful Influences 
of his Holy Spirit. But it is not 
needful to enlarge here upon the 


Benefits of frequent Communion; 


ſince a diſtinct Account of them, and 
of the nature and defign of that Ho- 
ly Inſtitution, hath been long fince 
put into your hands; and the Obje- 
AQions that are uſually made againſt 
it, have been there particularly con- 
fider'd and anſwer'd. And therefore 
I ſhall here mention but one motive 
to the frequent receiving of it, which 
muſt be of very great weight with 

every fincere Chriſtian, That ſince 
the Examining of our Lives, is one 
neceſſary Preparation for this Holy 
Ordinance ;thereceiving it frequent- 
_ ly, is the ſure means of keeping the 

Accounts between God and our 
ſelves, clear and diſtin, and will 

1 not 
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"at Lambeth 1G © 
not ſuffer a Chriſtian to go on lßong 
in the practice of any known Sin. 
f Upon which conſideration, let me 

" beſeech thoſe who ſeldom or never 

” [Communicate, to Examine their 
Conſciences fairly and honeſtly, 
whether a Willingneſs to continue 

in Sin, is not the true reaſon of their 
Unwillingneſs to come to the Sacra- 
ment. 1 SON "1 


t 


V. The next thing which I ear- 
neſtly deſire you to be mindful of, 
is the Obligation you are under, in 
your ſeveral ſtations, to promote the 
Honour of God, and to di ſcountenance 
Profaneneſs and Immorality of all kinds. 
It is a melancholy Truth, and what 
we feel by ſad Experience, that 
theſe are not ſufficiently diſcoun- 
tenanced in our Fleets ; and by this 
means, ſuch Pariſhes as abound with _ 
ſea-faring men, who come home in- 
fected with the habits of obſcene and 
pro- 
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profane Converſation, muſt of courſe 
abound with thoſe Vices, unleſs 


great care be taken to check and re- 


ſtrain them, and the younger ſort be 


diligently guarded againſt the infe- 


| ion of ſuch wicked Examples. And 


tho' Miniſters m 1 do great ſervice 

in this way, by frequent Reproof; 
and Admonitions, where they ſhall 
be found neceſſary ; ; yet it is a work, 
which they cannot thoroughly effect, 
eſpecially in large Pariſhes, without 


the help of Parents and Maſters, ho 


have authority over young perſons, 
and are daily witneſſes of their Con- 
verſation; and ho ought to remem- 
ber, that the diſcouraging ſuch wic- 


Pp T „„ wm i as. Le iS 


ked practices in thoſe under their 
Care, is a Duty that properly be- 


longs to their ſtations; for the con- 


. performance of which they 


ſtand accountable to Almi ghty God, 
And what they. are eſpecially obli- 
ged to. DE their ſtations, as "ey "I 


at Lambeth. FT 17 
Parents and Maſters, is zbebmbeit 
upon all others, by their Profeſſion, 
as they ate Chriſtians; who tho” 
they have no authority to correct, 
yet may have frequent opportunities 


to reprove and exhort; and let me 


intreat you all, to lay hold on ſuch 
opportunities, as well out of a juſt 
concern for the Honour of God, and 
out of tenderneſs to the Souls of 
thoſe poor Wretches, as to prevent 
he Judgments that God may juſtly 
ſend upon Perſons and Societies, 
who, by tolerating open Prafaneneſs, 


hew themſelves to be utterly uncon- 


ern'd for his Honour upon Earth. 
And while l am exhorting you to 
2 due Zeal in ſuppreſſing Profane- 

eſs and Immorality ; I muſt not 


Þmit to put you in mind, that how- 


ver Chaſtiſement and Reproof ane: 
| beſt Remedies that we can apply 
Jo this Diſeaſe, after it is once got 


Into the 90 ; F yet the moſt effectual 


Reme- 
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Remedy of all, and the Service motif 
acceptable to 'God, is, to preventÞ\ 
the Diſeaſe it ſelf ; firſt; by inſtruct. Ir 
ing your Children carefully in theſſo 
Principles of Religion, and ſeaſoning] 
their minds with an early ſenſe offa 
Duty to God; and then, by keepingſſp 
ſuch a watchful eye over their Beha- If 
viour and Converſation, as maya 
check and prevent the firſt Beginning 
of every thing that can be called Im: 
moral or Profane. 


VI. and Lafily, Next! to his Re: 
gard which you owe tothe Honour 
of God and his Holy Name; I muſt 
particularly recommend to yon the 
practice of another Duty which 
you owe to one another, ah that is 
Tolive in Peace, and Love, and Unity ; 
not to injure, or vex, or diſguiet, but 
on the contrary, to aſſiſt and comfort 
one another; not to behave your 
{elves towards your Neighbours with 

wrath 
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ſtlxrrath or bitterneſs, but always with 


nt Meekneſs and Charity and Forbea- 
Arance. Be ready and defirous on all 
hefloccaſions, to teſtify your ſincere affe- 
"gation towards them, by doing them 
offall the good you can; which will en- 


ngþage them in ſuitable Returns of 


. Kindneſs and Friendſhip to you; 
and theſe mutual Exchanges of good 
Offices, will make you mutual Com- 


n. forts and Bleſſings to one another. 


This is the great foundation of our 


Happineſs in the preſent Life, and 


e· this the great Command ment which 
urfour Saviour gave, by way of prepa- 
ration for the next; for ſo he himſelf 
nefftells us, John xv. 12. This is my Com- 
chlmandment,' that ye love one another, as I 
15, baue loved you; and John xiii. 35. By 
Ibis ſhall all men know that ye are my Diſ-. 
utciples, if ye have love one to another 5 
rtand St. John, in his firſt Epiſtle, 
uriv, 20. makes the Love of our 
th Brethren, a neceſſary teſtimony of the 
thi. . 2 - 


a true Chriſtian, that makes St. Paul 
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Love of God; If a man ſa ay, J. love 
God, and hateth his brother, he 1s a liar; 

For be that loveth not his brother whom 
be bath ſeen, bow can be love Cod, mon 

he bath not ſeen? F 

And it is the great importance 0 

| this Duty of Love, and the neceſſity 

of it in the Character and Spirit off 


inculcate it every where with ſo 

much earneſtneſs ; labouring, at the 
ſame time, to guard the Chriſtians 
to whom he writes, againſt all ſuch 
inordinate deſires and practices, as 
oppoſe and extinguiſh-that Divine 
Diſpoſition of the Soul. And fincef 
Jam now purſuing the ſame 0 
out of an earneſt deſire of your Spi | 
ritual and Temporal Good; it is 
certain, that Icannot offer any thing 
that will leave a ſtronger and more 

laſting Imprefſion upon your minds, 


than the very words of that great 
ge | 5 
In 


In his Epiſtle to the Ephefflans 
de Chap. iv. 31, 32) he gives them this 
"Fftri& and ſolemn Command: Let all 
Mpitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, and 
lamour, and evil ſpeaking, be put away 
From you, with all malice: And be e 

ind one to another, tender-hearted, for- 1 
giving one another, even as God, for 
ol oriſßs ſake, bath forgiven yon. And 
gain, Coloſſ. 111. 12. Put on therefore 
us the Elect of God, holy and beloved, 
owe ls of mercy, kindneſs, bumbleneſs of 
ind, meekneſs, long ſuffering : For- 
earing one another, and forgiving one 
Brother, if any man have a quarrel 
gainſt any; even as Chriſt forgave you, 
(alſo do ye. To the ſame purpoſe, 
5 his exhortation to the Chriſtians 
"ht Rome, Chap. xii. 10. Be kindly 
feFioned one to another, with brotherly 
we; and that other to the Philip- 
ans, Chap. xi. 2. Fulfil ye my joy, 
at ye be like-minded ; having the ſame 
we, being of one accord, of one mind. 


And 
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And now, my Brethren, E i 
deliverd the ſeveral ExhortationsÞþ! 
that I was willing to leave uponſſu 
your minds, with that plainneſs 
and fimplicity which hath alwaysſþ! 
been my manner among you ; | 
may ſay with St. Paul in the Text, 
That I have confidence in the Lord touch. 
ing you, that you will bear in re- 
membrance the ſeveral Precepts 
which I have recommended to your 
Practice: And this Confidence | 
ground, as well upon your good and 

religious diſpoſitions, as upon your 
kind acceptance of my Labour and 
| Miniſtry among you, ina courſe of 
many Years. 
What remains now, but that ! 
recommend you all to the Graceand 
Mercy of God, in the words of the 
rene Heb. xii. 21. Now the 
God of Peace make you perfect in 
every good work, to do his will; work 


ing in * that which is well lea ng in 
bis 


| « f le : ps 1 pr a, our 125 
ol 7 and ſoul 1 pry © 3 | 
nfſedy, be preſerved pure 2 Theft v. 23. 
ſs d blameleſs, unto the 
ming of | our Lord Jeſus Gif. 

[ 


t Finally, ne Far- . 
h. ell; be perfect, te of. 2 Cor. xiii. rn; 

wd comfort, be of one 
ind, live in peace 3 nl th Gad of 


we ond Peace be with Jon. 
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